To the editors:
3D cell cultures can close the gap between in vitro experiments used for discovery and in vivo designs used for efficacy and safety assessment before proceeding to clinical studies 1 . 3D multicellular tumor spheroids reflect better the tumor environment in terms of phenotypic heterogeneity, nutrient and oxygen gradients, intervascular domains, and micrometastases 2 .
This letter presents the agarose floor technique to obtain single-cell suspensions from oral cancer Multicellular tumor spheroids are easily generated by the liquid overlay technique that prevents matrix deposition. Tumor cells are placed on tissue culture plastic covered with a thin layer of inert substrate such as agarose 3 . Agarose is frequently used in molecular biology for the separation of large molecules, especially DNA, by electrophoresis. The pore size of a 3% agarose gel has been estimated in ~290 nm 4 . The low porosity, along with being an inert material, make the agarose a good candidate to obtain a non-adherent surface to epithelial cells. With tumor spheroids, the cells appear fused together as "floating popcorns in the night sky". Scale bar, 1mm.
